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PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 81 

Mehrfahigheit und Assoziationsversuch. M. Pappenheim. Zeitschrift 
fur Psychologie und Physiologie der Sinnesorgane, Band 46. Pp. 
161-173. 

By a number of experiments on himself and on others Dr. Pappen- 
heim has tried to set forth the conditions which underlie such changes 
in repeated reactions as forgetfulness, increased reaction time, and varia- 
tions in the second reactions to the same stimuli. After having given a 
series of stimuli and noted the resulting associations called up, he re- 
peated the series of stimuli and noted the resulting variations. When 
trying the experiment on himself, by means of an assistant, he found that 
in some cases the reaction times were increased and in other cases asso- 
ciations different from the first were recalled. In several cases he had a 
feeling of conflict and inhibition. Similar tests were given by Dr. Pap- 
penheim to others, with much the same results. 

If a stimulus tends simultaneously to excite two conflicting disposi- 
tions, according to Dr. Pappenheim, fluctuation or even inhibition may 
result. An association different from the first may then become focal. 
The strength of the association or the influence of an accompanying feel- 
ing-tone may operate to produce lengthened reaction time in the second 
repetition of the stimulus. If the ties of association are weak or are 
arrested by feeling, the reaction time is thereby lengthened. Another 
aspect pointed out is the tendency to forgetfulness in the case of associa- 
tions which are different in the second series. Such variations in the 
second excitations may be considered as a degree of forgetfulness. 

As regards the technique of presentation, I think that a better method 
of arrangement could be followed. Dr. Pappenheim first describes an 
experiment of his own, comments on it, cites another author, comments 
on his work, brings in another experiment of his own, and goes over the 
whole process again, comment, citation, etc. Instead of such a pepper- 
and-salt arrangement, I should suggest that the historical portion be 
given in one section, the original tests in another, and the critique and 
comment in a third. Finally, the title is somewhat misleading. It leads 
one to believe that the paper is one on multiple personality, or of dissocia- 
tion of personality, etc. A better title might be " Kampf und Schwank- 
ung der Bewustseinsdispositionen," or " Apperzeption und Assoziation," 
or " Mehrfahigkeit der Widerholungen," u. s. w. 

Felix Arxold. 
New Yobk City. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

RIVISTA FILOSOFICA. May-June-July, 1907. Nominalismo 
e realismo geometrico (pp. 281-299) : A. Faogi. - A reply to Federico 
Enriques (" Problemi della scienza," Bologna, 1906), in so far as the 
latter describes Kant as holding a phenomenalistic conception of space. 
Kant described space as an intuition. Fede e ragione (pp. 300-331) : G. 
Salvador!. - Opinion in matters of faith has social consequences which 
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make it of more than merely speculative importance. As opposed to 
faith, reason has been hostile to the idea of control by ethical principles. 
Religions have hitherto depended upon principles of only temporary 
authority. To be continued. Conoscere-operare (pp. 332-349) : G. Maz- 
zalorso. - More important than absolute knowledge is the certainty that 
can be attained through our natural resources. Most important are those 
lines of inquiry which have most affinity with action, viz., economics, 
ethics, right. A proposoito di liberta (pp. 350-373) : G. Xolli. - An 
account of the opinions of Cantoni concerning the problem of freedom. 
Cantoni's position is Kantian, but inconclusive. Dualismo hiologico e 
limite della responsabilita penale (pp. 374-385) : R. Montlori. - Con- 
tinued from previous number. Though it may be impossible to prove 
real responsibility, there is a negative criterion for determining where 
responsibility ceases. Reaction is determined whenever the primary con- 
ditions of life are attacked. Will is capacity for inhibition, and responsi- 
bility may be imputed for whatever acts can be arrested by the will. 
Bassegna bibliografica. Opere di: Filareto, Alfred Binet, A. Riva, 
Francesco Orestano, A. Lalande. Notizie e publicazioni. Sommari 
delle riviste straniere. Libri ricevuti. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



In the New York Medical Journal of December 28 Dr. John E. Dorley, 
physician for nervous diseases at St. Joseph's Hospital, Providence, R. I., 
defends pragmatism as a correct theory for clinical practise. The follow- 
ing extracts are from a reply to criticisms made by Dr. F. X. Dercum: 
" The problem to be solved is this : Are those conditions which are now 
labeled with the names hysteria, hypochondria, and neurasthenia to be 
regarded as distinct affections, presenting fundamental differences, or 
do they actually possess such close relationship as to warrant their descrip- 
tion as different manifestations of the working of one underlying psycho- 
physiological principle? Those who believe with Dr. Dercum subscribe 
to the first alternative; for myself, I feel that sufficient evidence of one 
sort or another is at hand to warrant at least a tentative allegiance to the 
second. Reduced to its lowest terms, the question becomes one of the 



